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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
TEAR TIENT CY EDUCATION 
DIVISION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 


Early in the year 1957, oral inquiries came to aenbers of the 
staff of the Division concerning a proposed Levittown, Hew Jersey which 
it wee stated would be built in Burlington County, New Jersey, These 
inquiries asked what the Division's attitude was going to be if it appeared 
‘that the proposed Levittown would follow the patterns which it was said had 
existed in both Long Island and Pennsylvania Levittowns whereby Negroes would 
be refused opportunity to purchase hones. 

As 


result of these inquiries, the Director of the Division wrote 
on March 1h, 1957 the following letter to Mr. William J. Levitt: 


"Pros tim bo sine, refirende tas been nade ba guar Levit 
‘town project in County. 

nade to the effect that non-whites will not be permitted to 

chase konas in this developeent. I should like to know if thene 
statenents are true. I would be glad to confer with you if you 
so desire, at any place convenient to you. 


"Mis Division has an interest in eliminating discrinina- 

TAi (yr epee anio; weg olar aa > where- 
nay exist in our State. Wo hive isgal suiheritg, i “however, 

oniy prip ne mirrors eaployment, in places of 

modation and in public housing. Wherever possible, we pte 

other state agencies on probleus of discrimination, even in areas 

where we do not have legal Jurisdiction. 


"I hope you can find the time to see 


A reply signed by Mir. Levitt was received on March 18, 1957 in which he saids 
"I have your letter of March Ith but since we do not 
contesplate activity conmencing at the New Je: project: 

for sone time, I think that a meeting now would serve no 

useful purpose. 

The newspapers continued to discuss Levittown, New Jersey as an 
onegoing project in the months succeeding March 1957, and inquiries concern- 
ing this proposed development continued to come to the Division. Itis a 
matter of record that in June 1957, the Division was given jurisdiction over 
housing built with public assistance. Consequently, on January 30, 1958, 
the Director of the Tivision wrote the following letter to lir. Michael 
Albert of the Federal Housing Authority in Candens 


ton C 
ments for this project. ty 
‘would it be possible for you to infora me when such commitments 
are nade. 

St go oiii tas eptende ar 1i igen yor baie coope 
erated with this agency in helping us so readily to administer 
this new Yeeiaiations” 

Mr. Albert replied on February h, 1958 and stated: 

Mis will confira our previous conversation with members 
of your staff, as well as your letter of January 30, 1958. 

‘a have not an yet isoued any comni tents rere 
with the Levittom deve: 
sight be well Af you check err aiar panya pe i the 
status of the devel 

"Please be assured of our continued cooperation," 

On March 31, 1958, the Direotar of the Division wrote again to Mr. Willian 
levitt as follows: 


"on March Ih, 1951, I wrote to you requesting the 
grant me a conference. Berg nan male, Parii hes 
ing 


No reply was ever received to this letter. 
On March 31, 1958, the Director of the Division assigned a field vy 
representative to investigate the status of the Levittom project in Bur- 
Lington County and to learn and to seek to learn particularly if there was 
ary public assistance. 
The investigator found no specific types of public assistance, R 
In the course of his investigation, however, he was able to contact the 


Vice President and Cenersl Counsel of Levittown, His discussion with 
Mr. Goldaan indicated that no policy on admission of Negroes had as yot 


> 


been declared. Through Mr. Goldman, a conference was arranged to convene 
on dune 6, 1958. 

This conference was held with the following in attendances 
Willian J. levitt, Ira 0. Goldnan representing Levitt and Sons, Inc.; 
and Carl W. Glatt, Ishan B. Jones, Harold A. Lett and John P, Milligan, 
representing the Division Against Mscrinination. 

As this conference convened, there mss before the group an issue 
of the New York Times of June 6, 1958 which quoted Mr. Ievitt's answer to 
a question concerning racial segregation as follows: 


ee ee ‘The two other 
PR on orgi r hpi e 


The conference proceeded. The Levitt interest explaining to the Division 
representatives that he had been advised by counsel that the Anti-Discrim- 
ination Law legislation in the field of housing did not apply to his oper~ 
ation. It was clear that the policy of the Levitt corporation would be as 
stated in the New York Times of that sane date. 

‘The Levitt Corporation had its opening sales day on June 7, 1958. 

On June 16, 1958, the Division was informed that on this date a 
resolution presented by Assenblymen Willians, Franklin and Kesselhaut was 
introduced and passed in the Assembly as follows: 

Smads, Mr, Wiliam J. pridt, Developer of Loviisan, 

Pas, is presently engaged in ¢ mstruction of Levittown #3, sit- 

uated in Burlington County, N.d.5 and 
ton, rent Brate af New Jereay end ita <itisane 
wore initial | Champions of the protection of eset sate in 

the Nation 

ore Rove ghee adgensa di yal tse 
organization be impressed with the mandate fron the citizens 

oe tes Diets ak tes Wiktar Sieh since etal A wee 

tolerated within the borders of this 5 

On June 23, 1958, the Director of the Mvision learned through 
a tlephone conversation with Michael Albert of the Camden FHA that 273 
conditional comaitaents had been approved for Levittown, 

Complaints were filed on June 8 and June 9, 1958 by two separate 
complainants against Levitt and Sons, Inc., however, since there was a ques- 
tion of whether the Division had jurisdiction until the commitments had been 
approved, the conplainants were advised to return again, ‘his they did and 
subsequently filed complaints which are dated after the day the commitaents 
were validated, 


